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Synopsis 
 
Summer is around the corner in Montauban, with its vacation, its outdoor barbecues… and the “Summer 
Triathlon”, a popular competition broadcast on TV. 
 
Christian, a divorced, small-time sales rep, has no other joys than his 14-year-old daughter. Out of love for her, 
and to redeem himself for all his white lies, he agrees to participate in this great sports event. 
 
The day he meets Christine, a single mother who is pregnant, everything seems to be coming together for 
Christian to make a fresh start… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Characters 
 
Christian  
Just because it is your job to exterminate termites in other people’s homes isn’t an excuse to be a pest yourself… 
Christian Fellouz’s life is no good; in fact, it is wretched and can be summed up by a divorce and a half-finished 
house. Dishonest enough to infest the wood structures that he’ll later treat, he would have made it to full-fledged 
loser if it weren’t for his majorette of a daughter, 14, who’s insisted that he take part in the Summer Triathlon 
with her, even though “being on TV” isn’t really his thing. Hang on to your hat, Christian! Life, after all, may 
not always let the toast land on the buttered side.  

 

Christine 
As she’s finally managed to convince herself, Christine isn’t exactly lucky in love. Dropped like a hot potato for 
having decided to keep the child she’s carrying, she now falls in love with this charmer, Christian, which is about 
as close to a really bad idea as she can get. They have in common the fact that they’ve both been broken by life, 
except that she doesn’t really have a choice but to find someone to grant her some kind of salvation through a 
long term relationship. 
Having recently arrived in town with her daughter in tow, Christine shows her fighting spirit under her appeasing 
blondness. She is the one who steals the first kiss from Christian, the one to project herself into their relationship, 
the one also who starts rebelling when the “professional practices” of her handsome hunk are revealed and all the 
doors are slammed in his face. When two individuals in survival mode end up in the same boat, who’s going to 
be the one to stay afloat? Not necessarily the one you bet. 

 

Kader 
A long-time union activist who led many a battle in the golden days of the labor movement, Kader now aspires 
to a peaceful life in a small house with a garden that he earned by the sweat of his brow. The once young Kabyle 
immigrant who came to work in France during the post-war economic boom doesn’t show it but he’s quite 
concerned about his sons – two big misfits to whom he’s given very French names as a pledge to his integration 
– which was hard earned too. Think of it: One is decidedly depressive – the ultimate irony for a joke and novelty 
items salesman; the other is a termite exterminator who’s leading a chaotic and ‘bling’ life, light years away from 
the humanistic values the retiree had hoped to pass on to them. We’ll have to get back to that heritage thing! Yet 
Kader is a positive man by nature, who produces organic vegetable and tons of optimism. In short, a prize of a 
man – quite anxious, however, about what others think of his family. 

 

Vanessa 
She’s Christian’s Achilles heel, the apple of his eye, the one without whom he’d simply keep on organizing his 
small-time deals and cons. A provincial adolescent, Vanessa is a dedicated majorette who wields the baton with 
the same determination she keeps her absent father under her thumb, a man for whom she is “everything”. 
Anything but a simpleton, this sharp young daughter of divorced parents knows how to use just the right dose of 
blackmail, which doesn’t prevent her from deeply loving her father, and even feeling a bit sorry for him at times. 
The apple never falls far from the tree. 

 

The intern 
At first disgusted by his mentor’s methods, the intern soon catches up with the master’s talent in term of 
cynicism and offhandedness. Uncomfortable in his eternal adolescent body, this spin-off of Christian gives him a 
mirrored imaged of himself that is truer than life. A mishap of the intern’s making is going to send them both 
down. But how could anyone blame him for it? 

 

 
 
 



Olivier, the unemployed teammate 
The unemployed man is a loser par excellence. Jobless, excluded from society and sentenced to eternal thumb 
twiddling, he sees in his participation in the Summer Triathlon more than just a chance to grab his 15 minutes of 
fame: it is a unique opportunity to show himself in a better light and wipe out his pariah image. Stuffed into his 
tight sports gear of the latest fashion, he’ll have to paddle hard against the current of social stereotypes and 
prejudice. A stiffer challenge than he thought. 

 

Patrick 
While Christian blames society as a whole for his miseries, his brother Patrick points to only one guilty party for 
his own personal torments: himself. Suicidal and in complete denial, he makes depression his full-time 
occupation and is the world-champion in ‘beating himself over the head’. The eldest of the two brothers, he has 
never recovered from a thwarted love story. Playing both sides of a double act, he is more pathetic than funny. 

 

The coach 
Any similarity with the oafish coach of a former – and very pretty – Olympic swimming champion would be 
purely coincidental. An adept of sayings and catchphrases filled with good old common sense, this amateur 
coach is at the eve of the most important day of his life: he is about to get his team of haphazardly assembled 
losers qualified for the Summer Triathlon’s final. This will be – though perhaps not – his moment of TV glory; 
the pinnacle of his career, “if you don’t mind me using the expression.” 
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