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synopsis

Leonardo is a blind teenager dealing with an overprotective
mother while trying to live a more independent life. To the
disappointment of his best friend, Giovana, he plans to go on an
exchange program abroad. When Gabriel, a new student in town,
arrives at their classroom, new feelings blossom in Leonardo
making him question his plans.

Director’s
Statement

Daniel Ribeiro
HOJE EU QUERO VOLTAR SOZINHO (“The Way He Looks”) is a
film focusing on the awakening of the sexuality of a blind teenager.
Adolescence is a period in one’s life filled with so many discoveries
and sexuality is usually associated with the sense of sight. So how does
someone who doesn’t see finds him or herself attracted to another
person? More then that, how does a person that has never seen a man
or woman defines their sexual orientation? That’s what we find out when
we’re introduced to Leonardo’s life. Besides being blind, there’s one
other peculiarity about our main character: he’s gay.
Both blindness and homosexuality are still taboos and objects of prejudice
in society. In films, when homosexuality is not a problem in terms of

stereotypical character building, many times it is put as an obstacle in the
plot, which means that it is necessary to overcome prejudice or prove to
society, friends and family that being gay is “normal”.
Hoje Eu Quero Voltar Sozinho portrays homosexuality, but not as a
central theme. The movie is about a teenager boy discovering his
sexuality but it does not focus on his sexual orientation. No doubt
Leonardo being gay is a major aspect, but less important than
experiencing his first love, his first desires and all new experiences
brought by adolescence. I wanted to create a universal story that, gay or
straight, blind or not, everyone would be able to relate to what Leonardo
goes through.

production
notes

Diana Almeida
In September of 2006, Daniel Ribeiro, writer and director, introduced
me the script of the short film CAFE COM LEITE (“You, Me and
Him”) and invited me to produce it. I immediately realized I had a very
special project in my hands. Between the lines of that classical and
unpretentious narrative structure, laid a vigorous humane plea and an
innovative way of dealing with the subject of homosexuality in cinema.
In February of 2008, the movie was selected by the 58th Berlinale - Berlin
International Film Festival, where it was awarded the Crystal Bear for
best short film. After that, the movie received over 30 awards and was
screened in approximately 80 festivals around the world.

researching and testing visual, sound and even dramatic elements
that we have imagined for the film. The short film - EU NÃO QUERO
VOLTAR SOZINHO (“I Don’t Want To Go back Alone”) - was released
in July of 2010 and has been screened at 110 film festivals. It received
more then 90 awards and became a YouTube hit with 2.9 million views
worldwide. That changed everything! It was the production company,
the director and also my first feature film and having such a popular
short film with a reasonable fan-base was very helpful for funding the
film. It was also very important during the shooting, since, for example,
all the extras in the film were people who were fans of the short.

After “Café com Leite”, I pursued my partnership with Daniel and
started working on our first feature HOJE EU QUERO VOLTAR
SOZINHO (“The Way He Looks”), a movie about love and adolescence,
fortunes and misfortunes in the love life of three high school friends.

It seems like yesterday when it all started, about four years ago. It took
us one year developing, 2 years funding and one year of production
with an amazing group of friends and colleagues that made the process
so much fun, creative and helpful to make the film that we wanted. And
closing this circle, we’ll have the premiere in the 64th Berlinale exactly
one year after our first shooting day, in this festival that has welcomed us
so well in the past.

In the beginning of 2010, we decide to shoot a short film, based on the
same premise of THE WAY HE LOOKS. The idea was to start thinking,

daniel ribeiro
writer, director

Born in São Paulo, Brazil, in 1982, he studied at University of São
Paulo’s Film School. He’s one of the creators of the music website
MÚSICA DE BOLSO (“Pocketmusic” – musicadebolso.com.br). He
wrote and directed CAFÉ COM LEITE (“You, Me and Him”) and EU
NÃO QUERO VOLTAR SOZINHO (“I Don’t want to Go Back Alone”),
short films that were screened on over 180 festivals worldwide and
received 115 awards, including the Crystal Bear at the 58th Berlinale
– Berlin International Film Festival. In 2011, was one of the creators of
#EUSOUGAY (“#IAmGay”), an LGBT project against homophobia. His
first feature film, HOJE EU QUERO VOLTAR SOZINHO (“The way He
Looks”), premiered at the 64th Berlinale.

interview
daniel ribeiro

The story of this film comes from your previous short film I Don’t
Want to Go Back Alone (Eu Não Quero Voltar Sozinho). Why did
you choose to develop this story for your first long feature? Did
you write the script?
Actually, the idea for the feature came first. I wanted my first feature
to be about this blind character falling in love for the first time. But
I thought it would be important to experiment first on a short film,
so the short “I don’t want to go back alone” was born as a pilot for
the feature. After the short was released, it was screened all over the
world, so I made some changes on the feature’s script so it would
have some surprises for whoever had watched the short before.
You describe this teenage phase, where friendships, love, sexual
identity are crucial. Is there a part of autobiography in this story?
I think the autobiographical part of the film would be that I have
also fell in love for the first time once. And I think that’s a feeling
everyone can relate to. It’s a universal story and, gay or straight,
blind or not, everyone will be able to understand what Leonardo
goes through.
Why did you chose a blind boy as main character ?
Sexuality and its discoveries are usually associated with looks and
visual attraction. When I thought about exploring the blossoming of
a teenager’s homosexuality, I thought that it would be interesting
to portray it from the perspective of someone who had never seen
a man or a woman. By taking the visual aspect out of the equation I
wanted to question where does our sexuality come from. Is it from all
the external stimulations or is it from inside ourselves?

Where did you find the actors ? Are they professional actors ?
Do they know each others?
The teenagers from the film were selected through tests. The main
trio was selected four years ago, when we made the short film I
Don’t Want To Go Back Alone. Even though they were young, they
had experiences in arts before. Ghilherme Lobo worked in several
musicals and is a ballet dancer. Tess Amorim, besides acting, works
as a voice actor. Fabio Audi looks young, but he was already in
college, majoring in Film Studies when we did the short in 2010.
We decided to maintain them for the feature, since they had such
a great chemistry, and added new characters to the story. For their
schoolmates, it varies, but they all had some experiences with
acting before the film and are perusing acting careers. As for the
Leonardo’s family, we chose acclaimed Brazilian actors, with a long
experience in theater, television and movies.
How long was the shooting ? Do you develop a special method
working on ? With the crew ? With your actors ?
We shot the film for 4 weeks and, before that, we had a month of
rehearsals with the actors. During this period, I took the script and
made them feel confortable with the scenes, changing dialogs or
scenes that didn’t seem to work and adding new scenes that came
up during that period.
Is it difficult in Brazil to finance a first feature ?
Brazil is going through a period of intense investment in audiovisual.
There are several funds that we can apply to and it’s been a great
moment for making films in the country. Specially for new talents,
it’s been feasible to obtain these funds which normally aren’t so easy
for first time directors.
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